
 

 

Country Profile 

After decades of war and conflict, Cambodia is at peace and achieving rapid economic 

growth. However, important challenges remain that threaten future progress. Constraints 

still limit full democracy and human rights. Lack of adequate nutrition stunts the country’s 

growth. Natural resources are being depleted rapidly, food security is not yet attained and 

human trafficking continues to be a serious problem. The United States works with Cambo-

dia to build a framework for lasting democracy and to improve the lives of all its citizens. 

USAID works with Cambodia to improve rural livelihoods, health services, conserve natural resources and protect the 

rights of all its citizens.   

OUR WORK 

Cambodia, a country of just over 15 million people in Southeast Asia, has spent the last 20 years rebuilding from decades 

of civil war. The country has made great progress, enjoying steady economic growth rates over the recent decade and sig-

nificant improvements in quality of life. Having once had the region’s highest HIV rate, Cambodia cut its prevalence rate in 

half from 1998 to 2010 and has made incredible advances in its fight against tuberculosis and infant deaths.  

Key challenges, however, remain. Political constraints limit human rights and full and fair elections. One-fifth of the popula-

tion lives below the poverty level. Rural livelihoods, dependent on agriculture, fisheries, forestry and other natural re-

sources, are increasingly threatened by climate change. Maternal death rates remain high. While more than half of Cambo-

dia’s population is under the age of 25, the health and education systems are underfunded.  

USAID works with Cambodian and international partners on a broad range of programs designed to benefit all Cambodi-

ans. Areas of focus include strengthening democratic governance and human rights, improving health and child develop-

ment, fostering economic growth, alleviating poverty, increasing agricultural production and food security, helping house-

holds adapt to and mitigate the effects of global climate change, and fighting trafficking in persons. 

• A USAID-sponsored elections hotline 

provided candidate and voting infor-

mation to 560,000 callers leading up 

to Cambodia’s 2013 elections. 

• Cambodian farmers assisted by USAID 

increased rice yields by 30 percent.  

• USAID helped Cambodia halve its 

HIV prevalence rate in 12 years. 

• USAID-supported secondary school 

students have a 96 percent retention 

rate (national average: 80 percent). 

• Mobile technology developed by 

USAID partners is helping garment 

workers learn their rights. 
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DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND GOVERNANCE 

USAID engages Cambodia’s government and civil society to strengthen key political and civil liberties, increase participa-

tion in the political process and combat human trafficking. The Agency supports civil organizations advocating for democ-

racy and protecting the rights of vulnerable populations and also enables them to use innovative social media to educate 

and inform Cambodians. USAID’s assistance has resulted in an expansion of citizen expression and media attention to criti-

cal land issues and environmental crimes. USAID also helped create the National Anti-Human Trafficking Committee that 

leads and coordinates efforts by the Cambodian government and civil society to combat human trafficking.  

FOOD SECURITY AND ENVIRONMENT 

Under the U.S. Government’s Feed the Future and Global Climate Change development initiatives, USAID is helping to 

expand agricultural production, assist farmers in better managing their harvests, increase food access and income for the 

rural poor, and improve natural resource management and farmer adaptation to climate change. A key component to our 

work in this area is helping farmers diversify their incomes with different crops and seasonal rotations, while engaging the 

private sector in providing advisory services and agriculture inputs, such as fertilizers and farming tools. USAID also works 

to mitigate climate change by supporting forest and biodiversity conservation in the largest remaining forests in Southeast 

Asia.  

GLOBAL HEATH 

Under the U.S. Government’s Global Health Initiative, USAID works to improve maternal and child health by helping 

Cambodia strengthen its health delivery, enhance clinical skills, and expand community outreach and health financing for 

the poor. Through the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, USAID has helped cut Cambodia’s HIV prevalence 

in half and helps provide treatment to over 80 percent of those living with HIV/AIDS. USAID’s support has strengthened 

Cambodia’s fight against tuberculosis, reducing mortality from the disease by more than half since 1990. With USAID’s 

help, Cambodia met its United Nations Millennium Development Goal targets in 2010 for reducing child and infant deaths.  

EDUCATION 

USAID improves the quality of basic education through the development of better teacher training materials and curricula. 

To help reduce dropout rates, USAID developed 30 teaching modules in important skill areas, such as aquaculture, sanita-

tion and gardening, which increases the value of education to parents and children. We also provide scholarships to vul-

nerable populations, including girls.  

CONTACTS 

Mission      

Rebecca Black, Mission Director 

USAID/Cambodia, U.S. Embassy Phnom Penh 

No.1, Street 96, Wat Phnom, Daun Penh 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Phone: +855-23-728-300  Fax: +855-23-430-263 

E-mail: icambodia@usaid.gov 
 

 

 

 

 

Washington Headquarters 

Nitin Madhav, Officer-in-Charge 

U.S. Agency for International Development 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C., USA 20523 

Phone: (202) 712-1307  

E-mail: NMadhav@usaid.gov 

  

Over the next five years, Feed the Future re-

sources will help Cambodian farmers and their 

families escape hunger and poverty.  Photo credit: 

Fintrac 

 

USAID improves the health of Cambodian chil-

dren and mothers by enhancing prenatal care and 

increasing the number of births in health facilities.  
Photo credit: USAID/Cambodia 
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